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Speech Topic

26 of October: The Current and Future Roles of Innovation Agencies in
the age of Grand Challenges and Transition
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Experience

Alex is the Head of Policy Engagement and Learning at the Innovation
Growth Lab (IGL) at Nesta. She leads engagement work with IGL's
international network of innovation policymakers, supporting them to
embed experimentation practices in how they work and facilitating
learning opportunities between them. Recent projects include a
comparative study of more than 40 innovation agencies across Europe
and Latin America in partnership with the TAFTIE network and the Inter-
American Development Bank, and management of stakeholder
engagement activities within a major EU project on engaging citizens in
the work of research and innovation funding organisations.

Before joining IGLin 2020, Alex held a number of different roles at Nesta,
conducting research on inclusive innovation policies, and working with
government innovation agencies around the world on strategy
development. Prior to this, she worked at the Institute for Public Policy
Research and the Institute for Strategic Dialogue, managing research and
policy projects relating to migration, international development,
integration and diversity. She is an accredited coach, and works with
individuals and teams on leadership development. She is also co-author
of Inclusive Innovation (2022) a title in the Routledge Studies in
Innovation, Organizations and Technology series.
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® |n 2023, Alex is leading work to support the presidency of the
TAFTIE network of European innovation agencies, overseeing
the design of surveys exploring the current and planned
activities of agencies across the network in different thematic
areas.

In 2021 and 2022, Alex led a project with the TAFTIE and the
RELAI network of innovation agencies in Europe and Latin

America to compare the characteristics of their members -




nearly 50 agencies in total. More about the specific findings can
be found in publications on TAFTIE and RELAI, and in a
comparative report that brings together a set of cross-cutting
insights. More about the specific findings can be found in
publications on TAFTIE and RELAI, and in a comparative report
that brings together a set of cross-cutting insights

® A 2022 blog for the OECD shares insights from a workshop run

with national innovation agencies across Europe, exploring how

their roles and responsibilities might change in a range of
potential future scenarios developed by the Horizon 2020
IMAIJINE project.
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https://taftie.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/TAFTIE_Characterisation_FinalPublic.pdf
https://publications.iadb.org/en/innovation-agencies-latin-america-and-caribbean-characterization-relai-network
https://publications.iadb.org/en/comparison-characteristics-taftie-and-relai-innovation-agencies
https://oecd-opsi.org/blog/asking-magical-questions/
mailto:alex.glennie@nesta.org.uk

